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Woodland Hall 1740 - 1780
Kennedyville

Private

Woodland Hall was built by Col. Edward Wright between 1740 and
1780; in the middle of the next century his descendant, James Freeman
Woodland, enlarged and modernized the building, adding a hipped roof
and widow's walk to the two and one-half story brick building. 1In-
terior stair and mantles date from the mid-19th century. The grounds
were landscaped in the picturesque style of that period.
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Woodland Hall is a seventeenth century country house which
was enlarged and remodeled by a descendent of the builder in the
middle of the 19th century. The house stands north of the village
of Locust Grove, facing south.

Originally the house was a two and one-half story brick dwel-
ling, two rooms deep with a side hall plan. It was three bays wide
and had a lower, three bay brick wing which was contemporary with
the main structure. There was also a one and one-half story log
(or more probably plank) kitchen wing behind and perpendicular to
the brick wing. This structure was constructed by Col. Edward
Wright between 1720, when he came of age, and 1780 when he died.

In 1859 his descendent, James Freeman Woodland, added a third story,
landscaped the garden and redecorated the interior. The house
retains its mid-19th century appearance today.

The early front facade can be detected by the Flemish bond
brick with grapevined mortar joints which extends above the second
floor windows. There is a two course Flemaish bond belt course
between the first and second stories, but no water table. Six over
six sash 1s used in each window; those on the first and second
floors date from about 1959 when the present owner replaced longer
windows, on the second floor, and French doors, on the first,
installed by her great-great grandfather a century earlier. Row-
lock arches top only first floor windows; basement windows, located
in window bays have splayed flat arches. Windows on upper floors
have louvered shutters; first floor windows have mid-19th century
paneled shutters with three tiers of two flatish raised paneled
with broad rails and stiles. Trim is painted white, shutters green.

The main entrance also dated from 1859. It has double doors
with a single panel in each. Broad shallow moldings are used as
backband on flat, wide trim and as edging of door panels. Transom
lights and sidelights are of red glass. A wide, one story porch
dating from the 19th century remodleing was removed in recent years
and replaced with a brick stoop.

The roof cornice and captains walk are the house's chief
ornaments. The roof itself is hipped, but very flat. The box cor-
nice has a plain frieze and large crown mold and fillet which form
the gutter. Bracketts with pendent drops are used on cornice of
the main house and the wing. The captain's walk has a balustrade
made of crossed "sticks! Posts are square and formerly had finials.
Scuppers at the top of gutter down spouts are decorated with eagles.

The wing has a flat roof edged with cornice and bracketts
identical to those of the main house. To the original three brick
bays a fourth frame bay has been added. It replaces a lattice
porch with bathing room and cistern on second and third floors.
Windows have 6/6 sash, narrow undecorated frames and green louvered
shutters on upper floors. An entrance door has early trim; a covr
backband molding decorated, a pegged frame which holds an old door
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Woodland Hall was built, modernised in the Victorian age and
passed on to nine generations of the same family. The original
house was probably constructed by Co. Edward Wright between 1740 and
1780 and enlarged and altered by his descendend, James Freeman
Woodland, the great-great grandfather of the present owner. Be-
sides showing architectural styles and development of two centuries,
it contains family belongingsacquired over many years. In its pre-
sent condition the house is a good example of Italianate design,
an interesting adaptation of an earlier building. Interior mantles
and stair are remarkable and, especially the mantles, very unusual
in this area; the main room despite removal of the French doors,
is one of the best Victorian interior in the county. Also important
is the landscaping. Although some of the plantings have been
lost, the union of house and landscape so desired by mid-19th
century designers is apparent.
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with six raised and beveled panels. The windows on the first floor
have 9/9 sash and frames edged with quarterround backband molding.
The three panel shutters. which resemble those on the main house,
date from the middle 1800's. A one story screened porch extends
the entire width of the wing. It has square chamfered posts and

a balustrade of crossed sticks. The frame bay is covered with
medium width weatherboarding.

Centrally placed windows in the gable wall light the stair
hall; 6/6 sash is used on each of the three floors. 1In the rear
of the house 6/6 sash windows with sidelights are used in the stair
hall. The log wing was also modified in recent years; originally
one and one-half stories, it has been raised to two, covered with
a shallow gable roof and shingled. There is a sun room along the
west side. Inside,the 0ld kitchen fireplace has been rebuilt and
two first floor rooms Jjoined into one.

Barly interior detailing co-exists with Victorian and modern
additions. In the present dining room (first floor, wing) is a
mantle of c. 1850 and a cabinet with paneled doors. Trim has a
cove backband molding.

The two first floor rooms of the main house have been joined
to form one enormous room with two elaborate and rare Victorian
mantles. One is marble and the other cast iron with two antebellum
scenes painted on mirrors beside the round opening.

The early stair was also replaced with a mid-19th century
oaken stair. The newel octagonal in shape and carved with a stylized
floral design, balustrades are turned, and the entire stair, open
to the third, has wave step bracketts. Early raised-panel jambs
remain on stair hall entrances; doors have six raised and beveled
panels.

Woodland Hall is set among picturesque gardens with curving
driveways and assymetrical groups of trees and shrubs. It was
laid out in the mid-19th century by James Freeman Woodland, with
a circular driveway and allee lined with 80 maples. Many of the
plantings remain.

A tenant house on the property was once a slave house. 014
barns and stables with board and batten exterior sheathing survive
behind the house.
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